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These days it’s very cold in Knoxville. Frost on cars
and window panes, that bitter rush of air that comes
when we open the door, the occasional snow flake
dancing through the air - those all make April seem far
away. It’s amazing that in a few short weeks  we will
be trading in parkas for jogging shorts and leaf
blowers for gardening tools. Spring is truly on the way
and with it comes the Dogwood Arts Festival and all
the fun events it brings. Our favorite event, as part of
the festival has to be The Fourth and Gill Tour of
Homes. The tour will be held Sunday, April 19 from 1-6
p.m. If you would like to volunteer to help with setting
up, cleaning up, helping host a home, being a tour
guide on the trolley or selling tickets contact Tim
Parker at 637-3623. (Continued on page 5.)

News is published four times a year by the Fourth & Gill Neighborhood
Organization. Please call 865/385-9070 with comments or suggestions or email

Rob Howard at robsellsknoxville@gmail.com.
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New Businesses
We would like to welcome some new businesses
to the area.

If you have a new business in the area please let us know
e-mail Rob Howard at robsellsknoxville@gmail.com

Thanks to all for came out and participated in the great
fun of the Halloween Party. Tons of neighbors attended
in and out of costume. Congrats to the winners of the
costume contests and chili cook-off!

Tim Parker
Interior Painting Only
23 Years Experience
H 865-637-3623  C 865-382-6154
1025 Luttrell St.  Knoxville, TN  37917
tparker1025@gmail.com

Taoist Tai Chi Society
1205 Central Avenue
(nest to Time Warp Coffee House)

Http://tennessee.usa.taoist.org/knoxville/
an instructor.

Open House/Registration for beginners
Thursday, Jan. 8, 2009,  6 pm - 7 pm

Neighbor, Susan Schottin, is

Halloween Fun!
Come Inside!

Fourth and Gill Tour of Homes
Venues Set, Volunteer Now!

This home at 911 Luttrell is one of those on display April 19
on the Home Tour. Be sure to volunteer!

It’s time for the Fourth and Gill Holiday Open
House!  For those of you new to the
neighborhood, or those who have never
attended the open house, don't miss it this
year. Events like this are one of the greatest
benefits of living in 4th & Gill. There just
aren't many places people, where you can
head out your door on a crisp Sunday
evening in December, stroll down the block,
around the corner and right into the home of
a gracious neighbor who will share food and
drink.  Neighbors of all ages are encouraged
to attend.  Joey, Asher, and Trixie will even
have some special activities for children.

Open houses for this year are as follows.
Visit them in any order you like:

715 Gratz St. ~ Home of Chris Jerger and
Alice Schoo-Jerger

1119 Luttrell St. ~ Home of Joey Cody, Asher
and Trixie.

1024 Eleanor St. ~ Home of Susan and
Al Schottin

1302 Luttrell St. ~ Home of Barbara Simpson

Holiday
Open House

Sunday, December 14
6-9 p.m.



Neighbor
News

Kelley Segars has a new daughter, Lily Katherine
Segars, born July 12.

Toni and Steve Mealor have a new son, Wm.
Maddoc Augustus Mealor ("Max").

New Babies!

Please send your noteworthy
news to Rob Howard

at robsellsknoxville@gmail.com
or mail to 215 E. Glenwood Ave.

Knoxville, TN 37917.
(865) 385-9070
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Fourth & Gill
Neighborhood

Organization Board

The Board leads and oversees but the
true heart of the organization is the
committee - the groups who commit
themselves to the needs and causes
for the neighborhood.

Board members are nominated by the
neighborhood at large in January or
February (usually at a potluck), voted
on by the board and begin serving 3
year terms in March. Officers are
elected by the Board in March to a
one year term.

From Melynda Whetsel, President 4th and Gill Organization
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We all have first hand experience at what it takes to
keep up an older house: renovation, restoration,
and most importantly the maintenance are constant.

The results are structures that are beautiful,
preserve a bit of history, and create special places.
The same is true for a neighborhood that is strong
and vital and lasting---it must constantly maintain a
structure that ensures the neighborhood thrives.
Residents of Historic Fourth & Gill are fortunate to
live in a neighborhood that has a neighborhood
organization, especially one that has been
established for so long (we celebrate our 40th
anniversary in 2009!) and provides so much to the
community.
The structure of the organization works like this: A
board of 13 directors oversees the work of the
Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization: they set
annual goals and priorities, produce a budget,
establish committees, and create a calendar to
execute those goals, activities, and events. The
board facilitates and leads, but the true heart of the
organization is the committee—the groups or teams
of people who commit themselves to a need or
cause for the neighborhood. These are the people

who provide you a quarterly newsletter and a website,
monthly potlucks, meet & greets, holiday parties, bi-
annual clean –ups, and maintain the streetscape
gardens, oversee parks, maintain the neighborhood
center, and are liaisons to city and county zoning and
codes issues.

The board members are nominated by the
neighborhood at large—usually at a potluck or annual
meeting---and elected by the Board of Directors for a
term of 3 years.(Approximately one-third of the board
rotates off each year.) During that term each member
is expected to chair one of the committees. The board
historically meets the third Monday of the month and
recently they have been meeting every other month,
providing the alternate month for committee meetings.

It must be apparent that the neighborhood owes much
to the folks who give of their talents, energy, and
especially in this day, their time. They are people who
are dedicated and committed to maintaining the
neighborhood we all value and are so proud of.

Please consider giving of your time and talents as it is
time to nominate new members for the Board of
Directors. Nominations for 7 positions will be taken at
the January Potluck (Monday, January 12 @ 6:30pm
@ Central United Methodist Church. If you are a
current board member wishing to serve again, you
must have someone nominate you. Others may
nominate themselves. The board will vote at their
January meeting, and new board members will begin
serving in March.

Neighborhood Board Nominations

Neighbors gather to for the Fall Neighborhood Clean-up
More of the story on page 3.
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Central United Methodist Church

Ceasar Stair

Juan & Irynda Mino

John & Judith Neff

Brandon & Ashley Pace

Jonathan Wimmer & Kelley Johnson

Jeff & Grace Novinger

Jeff Talman & Nancy Young

Brownlow Lofts

Al & Susan Schottin

Mike & Shannon Reynolds

201 Third Avenue

811 Deery Street

803 Gratz Street

811 Gratz Street

918 Luttrell Street

911 Luttrell Street

1018 Luttrell Street

1101 Luttrell Street

1305 Luttrell Street

024 Eleanor Street

1014 Eleanor Street

Visitors from within the neighborhood and throughout the city will
be taking the tour, walking or riding past all the 4th and Gill
homes. December is an excellent time to plant trees like
dogwoods and the favorite shrubs of many in this area, the
azalea, so that they can be seen in all their glory this spring. If
anyone is thinking of adding trees to their yard, this is a fantastic
time to do it!

The Board and other neighbors will enjoy and truly appreciate
those opening their homes for this remarkable event. It highlights
the special neighborhood that we all live in and the amazing
homes that we all love - inside and out - so much! If you see the
neighbors listed below, be sure to thank them for opening their
homes.

Home Tour (continued)

We have really enjoyed a neighborhood potluck every month during 2008. Potlucks are all about bringing
people together, to get more involved and provide a forum. But really, it's all about the food!

Potlucks continue monthly during 2009. To enhance our potlucks, a Hosting Committee is slated with
different people hosting each event, increasing involvement with all aspects.  Hosting is easy! The food, is
just delicious.

Contact Sarah Sexton, to host a potluck at 216-5710 or sarah.sexton@mac.com.Thanks to our hosts for
the first quarter of 2009, (all potlucks at Central United Methodist Church @6:30 pm):

-  Susan Schottin & Sarah Sexton - Melynda Whetsel - Judith and John NeffJan. 12 Feb. 9 Mar. 9

Join the New Potluck Hosting Committee!

PICTURE
YOURSELF

HERE!

Be sure to welcome our new neighbor, Karen Holt at
906 Luttrell. She will be VP for the Institute Of Public
Service at UT. Karen will be coming to Knoxville with
her dog Honey Bee and her cat Wingo.

Welcome Home, Karen!
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Members of the codes committee met with the
Senior Assisted Living Center on Broadway and after
hearing their plans for the outdoor sign, decided not
to oppose the variance they wanted because it will
not be a neon sign.

Other members of the Codes Committee met with
John Wampler, Steve Humphries and Tim Epps to
discuss the future of the house at 706 Wells and to
let them know about the neighborhood feelings
about redevelopment.

Committee Reports
Several Updates In The  Neighborhood
From  4th and Gill Codes Committee

Neighborhood Beautification

Fall Neighborhood Cleanup
A big thanks to the hearty neighbors who showed up for the Fall Neighborhood Cleanup on Nov. 15.  It
was a chilly morning and the sky was spitting down rain but it didn’t dampen the spirits of the volunteers
who cleaned up the alleys, gutters and parking lots in the neighborhood. The folks at Keep Knoxville
Beautiful commented on how clean our neighborhood is which is a testament to the conscientious
neighbors and volunteers who help keep it looking that way.

Relocated Fourth Avenue

Gardens

Rohm & Haas Grant

Before construction began on the SmartFix40 project, the 4th & Gill Freeway Committee was
instrumental in changing the original TDOT design to swap the location of westbound I-40 and 4th
Avenue to move the freeway farther from the Fourth and Gill Park and the neighborhood.

Recently, the Parks and Beautification Committee along with Bob Whetsel headed up the 4th Avenue
design effort to create a greenway-like design with fewer on-street parking spaces and a meandering
sidewalk adjacent to and south of the Fourth & Gill Park. The new Fourth Avenue opened on Nov. 14th.
The city will soon be scheduling community design review meetings with the neighborhood as we are
getting closer to finalizing plans for Fourth & Gill Park.  Check the neighborhood listserv for updates.

You’ve probably noticed that the gardens along Gill Avenue were hit hard by the drought and became
overgrown with weeds over the summer.  We recently hired Brett Mohr, owner of Mohr Innovations, who
will be following a garden master plan to install plants that will be more drought tolerant to withstand the
harsh conditions.  He will also be maintaining the gardens throughout the year.   Brett lives near 4th and
Pratt and is enthusiastic about the new project and is eager to provide his services to the neighborhood.

The Parks and Beautification Committee applied for the Rohm & Haas CPI Grant which is awarded
annually to non-profit organizations for community projects.  We proposed to install entrance pillars at
key locations around the perimeter of the neighborhood to better define the boundaries of the
neighborhood, similar to the pillars in Island Home.  We didn’t win this year but they encouraged us to
apply again next year.

From Brett Burdick - 4th and Gill Parks and Beautification

Committee Reports
Several Updates In The  Neighborhood
From  Jonathan Wimmer - Traffic Calming Committee
TRAFFIC CALMING

The final portion of our "Education Phase" (as in educate drivers about the fact that they're driving through
our neighborhood) was supposed to be completed the week of November 17th, but the City's crew was
running two to three weeks behind schedule.  For those of you who didn’t catch the presentation at the
potluck several months ago, this (Education) Phase consists of a number of speed limit signs (which tell
the driver he/she is in a neighborhood and reduce the speed limit to 25), some painted medians, painted
rumble strips and painted curb extensions.

As for the "Engineering Phase" (think traffic circles, speed humps, medians, etc), I am engaging the City to
see what our status is in terms of funding.  I am told by an individual in the City's Engineering Department
that the City wants to avoid doing any more of these expensive neighborhood (Engineering) traffic calming
plans and so they are finishing the neighborhoods in the queue and closing the door on the rest.  I was
told (by the same individual) that we're not in the queue. The fact is we've been there longer than some
that were listed to me and so I am seeking clarification.  It is my hope that the City will agree to finish what
it started, especially since SmartFix will end soon and we will, undoubtedly, see an increase in traffic
volume.  I have submitted a letter to the head of Engineering, cc'ing the Mayor and Rob Frost.  I will keep
you abreast of what happens with the matter.

Lastly, I am happy to say that my nomination to the Board of Knox Heritage was ratified recently and I'm
very much looking forward to working with that group on its worthy mission.  Should you like for me to
carry an issue or concern (pertaining to Knox Heritage or preservation in general), don’t hesitate to call on
me at 865.548.7498 or jonathan@alamosteakhouse.com.

FAREWELL
On another matter, I am stepping down from the neighborhood board after two three year terms.  I do,
however, intend to follow through on traffic calming and will continue to present to the board until the
project is completed. Though I am sad to step away I do so without pre-occupation knowing the Board is
in the best hands it's been in for the six years I've served, we are truly blessed with our current leadership.
In addition, it will be good to get some fresh blood on the Board.  I encourage all of you to step forward if
you’re interested.

From  Gavin Luter - Communications Committee
Newsletter and Distribution

Website

A-Frames

Other

Thanks to our many newletter volunteers! Here is a list of volunteers that so graciously donate their time to
distribute it to the community:
Gabrielle Boudreu and Gordon Coker, 1000 Eleanor; Kelley Johnson and Jonathan Wimmer, 911 Luttrell;
Carla Wyrick & John Jacobs, 1015 Eleanor; Carol Nickle, 722 Luttrell; Kristin Nanny, 806 Luttrell; John Neff,
811 Gratz; Susan Schottin, 1024 Eleanor; Ellen Lee, 710 Deery; Virginia Douglas, 918 Gratz; Chris Jerger &
Alice Schoo-Jerger, 715 Gratz.

There had been some talk about changing the website and hiring a new webmaster.  We decided against
that, given its role, to answer basic questions about the neighborhood. This requires few updates.

The committee recently decided to purchase 4 A-Frames. These A-frames will be used to promote potlucks
and other events going on in the neighborhood, maintained by the communications committee.

The upcoming calendar year will be the 40 Anniversary for the 4 and Gill Neighborhood Association.
Please be on the look-out for a possible special 40 Anniversary edition of the newsletter!
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Any suggestions or feedback you have, please contact or .dluter@utk.educommunications@fourthandgill.org


